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IN TUNISIA 

REF: A) STATE 12507, B) STATE 8286, C) TUNIS 247, 

D) USNATO 00627 

1 . WE CALLED ON BELGIAN FOREIGN MINISTRY'S DIRECTOR 
FOR MIDDLE EAST AFFAIRS (AMB PATERNOTTE) JANUARY 24 
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AND, DRAWING ON REFS A AND B AND PREVIOUS, EXPRESSED 
U.S. CONCERN ABOUT SOVIET USE OF MENZEL-BOURGUIBA 
DOCKYARD FACILITIES IN TUNISIA. PATERNOTTE WAS 
AWARE OF THE ISSUE AND TOLD US BELGIUM HAD BEEN 
FOLLOWING PROBLEM IN DISCUSSIONS WITH HER NATO ALLIES. 

HE SAID BELGIUM SHARES OUR CONCERN AND THAT THE BELGIAN 
AMBASSADOR IN TUNIS HAS BEEN INSTRUCTED TO GIVE 
HIS VIEWS ON POSSIBLE COURSES OF ACTION FOR BELGIUM. 
PATERNOTTE SAID THE NUB OF THE PROBLEM WAS THE 
TUNISIAN REQUIREMENT TO EARN FOREIGN EXCHANGE BY 
KEEPING THE SHIP REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE FACILITY 
FUNCTIONING AT FULL CAPACITY; PROBABLY THE ONLY 
WAY FOR THE ALLIES TO LIMIT OR TERMINATE SOVIET 
USE WOULD BE TO COME FORWARD WITH A PROPOSAL FOR 
THE TUNISIANS THAT WOULD MAKE UP FOR THE REVENUE 
LOST BY REDUCTION OR TERMINATION OF SOVIET USE OF 
THE FACILITY. 

2. PATERNOTTE PROMISED TO INFORM US WHAT DECISION 
BELGIANS TAKE ON THIS ISSUE. OLSEN 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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